































Experiential World of Cancer Patients Who Hope to Be Notified of Their Own Life
Expectancy and Confronting Death
Noriko IWAFUJI and Mitsuko OMORI
ABSTRACT
The aim of this study is to reveal a bare experiential world of cancer patients, or how to live
as a cancer patient focusing on how patients “live” with “death”, when these patients desire to be
told about the their morbidity of their cancer moreover, who desire to know about their own life
expectancy.
The research approach was to perform semistructured interviews and participant observation with３
cancer patients in the terminal phase, to describe and to analyze the process of the experiential
world of the patient phenomenologically applying a phenomenological analytical method. As an ethi-
cal consideration, approval by the ethics committee in the hospital was obtained. Written informed
consent was obtained from the subjects after an explanation about participation in the study and the
gist of study was given.
The subjects had been in the medical ward of a hospital for scrutiny and had received a only
life−sustaining treatment with anticancer agents because surgery was not possible. Each individual
was told that they had two to three months left. From the experiential world of patients, the central
meaning was extracted from “willingness of notification”, “pretended acceptance process to notifica-
tion of life expectancy”, “confrontation with approaching death”, “acceptance process to notification
of life expectancy”, “dissatisfaction with doctors” and “relationship to others”. In the experiential
world of patients who hope to be notified of the name of the disease and life expectancy, four
worlds existed such as “fate to die”, “adherence to live”, “confusion for living” and “a state through
relationships to others”.
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